Tyson-Home for the Holidays
If you follow us on social media, you have probably
seen all the adorable pictures of Shelter favorite Tyson. Tyson came to the Fairfax County Animal Shelter
with a torn ligament in his knee, requiring a costly
surgery to repair the damage so he could get back
to running and playing like he loves. Friends knew
this guy had a long life ahead of him and we wanted
him to enjoy it to the fullest, so we stepped in to pay
for his surgery. After spending some time in a foster
home, Tyson returned to the shelter ready to find his
forever home!
Tyson waited at the Fairfax County Animal Shelter
for six months looking for his forever home. We are
estatic to say this darling boy found his forever family
right before Thanksgiving! To the Harris Family,
thank you so much for opening up your hearts and
your home to this wonderful boy. Tyson is a great dog
and we know he will feel right at home with you all.
Come back and visit us anytime Tyson!
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enjoying
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Your Year-End Support Makes Miracles Possible!

Please
Give!

As the year approaches an end, we
sit back and reflect on what the last
365 days have given us and what
we are thankful for. For Friends,
we find ourselves incredibly
thankful for the animals we come
in contact with each day and for
the compassionate community
that supports our mission each and
every day. Thank you for supporting
Friends every step of the way!
Thank you for your
support!

Our Success is Their Success
Thora’s Happy Heart
Thora is one lucky girl to have made her way to the Fairfax
County Animal Shelter! This adorable little puppy came to
the Shelter with a severe heart condition. Thora had what is
called ‘patent ductus arteriosus,’ or ‘PDA’. This condition
means that a part of her heart was supposed to close
after birth, but it didn’t. Without this important surgery,
Thora was expected to have a short life-span. We knew
this spunky little girl had so much life ahead of her, so we
reached out to the incredible network of animal-lovers for
help!
Friends of the Fairfax County Animal Shelter

Finnegan’s Fund is a designated medical fund designed
specifically for emergency medical cases like Thora’s.
This fund, in addition to others, helped raise over $6,000
through Facebook for Thora’s lifesaving surgery. Thank
you to everyone who donated for her surgery and reached
out about her health status, this special girl was adopted by
her loving foster mom along with her sister, Tempest. You
stole our hearts Thora, we are so glad you are thriving after
surgery!

Thora (brown),
pictured with sister
Tempest. Even sisters
have disagreements
sometimes!

Putting for Pets-A Hole in One!
Friends Putting for Pets Captain’s
Choice Golf Tournament, held on
October 23rd at Westfields Golf Club,
was a picture perfect day! We had
beautiful weather, great golfer turn
out, and most importantly we raised
over $55,000 for the deserving pets
at the Fairfax County Animal Shelter.
Thank you so much to our sponsors,
silent auction donors, golfers, and
volunteers for making this event
possible.

Friends welcomed 113 golfers to our tournament

Fairfax County
Animal Shelter
Animal Caretaker
Manager Heather
Basket enjoying
dinner!

Mark your calendars for next
years Putting for Pets Golf Tournament at Westfields Golf
Club on October 21, 2020.
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Leave Your Mark For Others to See!
Friends Tribute Garden
Friends of the Fairfax County Animal Shelter

We have been eagerly anticipating the installation of
the Friends Tribute Garden, and we are thrilled that
it is complete! Guests will now be able to rest and
reflect in the Friends Tribute Garden anytime they
visit the Fairfax County Animal Shelter.
Bricks are priced at $200 per brick. Keepsake bricks
will be available for $50 per brick with purchase of
a patio brick. Clip art is $30 additional. Visit https://
www.ffcas.org/ways-to-donate/tribute-garden/ to
place your brick order today!

Example 4” x 8” patio brick

Example of 2” x 3” keepsake
brick*

*Logos and clip art will be upper left corner justified

Follow us on social media to keep up with all the action!

@FFCAS

@ffxFriends

Friends of the Fairfax County Animal Shelter
P.O. Box 2321
Centreville, VA 20122
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Wishing you a
happy holiday
season!
Please Adopt,
Don’t Shop!

Ways to Give

If you’re holding onto investments that have appreciated greatly over
the years, it may make sense to consider using them to fund your
charitable giving. If you sell the investment, you’ll owe taxes on the
gains, but your favorite charity could sell them and not owe a penny.
You get a tax deduction for the full value of the investments AND
avoid paying taxes on the gains. Nice, right?
Another strategy for those who are over 70.5 years and required to
take minimum distributions from their IRAs is what’s known as a
qualified charitable distribution, or QCD. Essentially you donate
your required distribution directly to a charity, rather than taking the
income yourself. This way you’re not taxed on the income at all and
you have satisfied your required distribution. This strategy may have
the additional benefit of also reducing your income for the purposes of
Medicare premiums.

Gifts That Give Back!
Visit https://www.ffcas.org/ways-to-donate/
fundraising/ to order your bracelet and
2020 calendars today!

A third strategy is to open a donor-advised fund. Your last name
doesn’t have to be Gates or Zuckerberg to have a donor-advised
fund; think of it as a charitable savings account. You would make a
larger contribution to the fund, consolidating several years’ worth of
donations into a single year and taking the full deduction for the year.
You could distribute the proceeds to the charities of your choice over
several years, and in the meantime, the assets in the donor-advised
fund will grow tax-free. Keep in mind the contribution to the fund is
irrevocable, so you can’t get it back. Please consult your tax and legal
advisors to see if any of these strategies will work for you.

About Friends

Friends is the 501(c)(3) nonprofit fundraising partner of the Fairfax County Animal Shelter. By funding emergency medical care, dental care, spay
and neuter, parasite prevention, and animal enrichment programs, Friends joins in the Shelter’s effort to ensure every shelter pet is offered the best
opportunity to find and remain in a loving forever home. Thank you for all that you do to make our work possible!

